
HABERSHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

SUBJECT: Revisions to Habersham County Code of Ordinances Chapter 54-Solid Waste 

DATE:  August 5, 2019    (  ) RECOMMENDATION 
(  ) POLICY DISCUSSION 

BUDGET INFORMATION: (  ) STATUS REPORT 
ANNUAL- N/A    (  ) OTHER  
CAPITAL- N/A 

COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED ON: September 16, 2019 

PURPOSE:  To seek Commission approval for revisions to the Habersham County Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 54-Solid Waste. 
BACKGROUND / HISTORY: 
Revisions to the Habersham County Code of Ordinance’s chapter pertaining to Solid Waste have not 
occurred since 2007 or prior, depending on the section, some revisions/additions date back to 1986-the 
early 1990’s.  At this time, staff and the landfill consultants have reviewed this chapter of the Code of 
Ordinances and recommend updates/revisions to bring the chapter up to date with current practices and in 
order to make some necessary corrections in language. 
FACTS AND ISSUES:  
Proposed revisions are as follows: 

• Sec. 54-2 (a)(1) change the language that the landfill supervisor is “appointed by the board of
commissioners” to “appointed by the Public Works Director or County Manager”

• Sec.54-3 (b)- remove the words “without charge”-this will, by default, revise the fee schedule as
well.

• Sec.54-3 (c)- change the language that “Municipalities, commercial haulers, contractors,
industries and individuals desiring to do so will be billed on a monthly basis” to
“Municipalities, commercial haulers, contractors, industries and individuals who qualify will be
billed on a monthly basis”.

• Sec.54-4 (a)- removal of the word “bladeable” and addition of the word “solid waste” in its
place.

• Sec.54-4 (a)-revision of referenced section of the rules of the EPD from chapter 391-3-4-.02 to
chapter 391-3-4

• Sec.54-4 (b)- removal of the phrase “bladeable material” and addition of “solidification agent”
in its place.

• Sec. 54-4 (c)- removal of the phrase “bladeable material” and addition of “solidification agent”
in its place.

• Sec. 54-4 (d)- removal of the phrase “bladeable material” and addition of “solid waste” in its
place.

• Sec. 54-4 (d)- revision of the sentence “The county reserves the right to refuse any liquid waste which 
does not meet the criteria set forth in chapter 391-3-4.01(v)” to “The county reserves the right to 
refuse any waste which does not meet the criteria set forth in chapter 391-3-4.01”

• Sec. 54-6 “Solid Waste full cost accounting manual”and Sec. 54-8 "Litter Control)-removal of these sections



OPTIONS: 
1) Approve revisions to the Habersham County Code of Ordinances Chapter 54-Solid Waste.
2) Deny recommended revisions to the Habersham County Code of Ordinances Chapter 54-Solid Waste.
3) Commission defined alternative. 

RECOMMENDED SAMPLE MOTION: I move to approve the recommended revisions to the 
Habersham County Code of Ordinances Chapter 54-Solid Waste. 
DEPARTMENT: 
Prepared by:   

Director: ______________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMENTS:_________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________ DATE: _____________________ 
County Manager 



 
FIRST READING DATE:______________________  

 
APPROVAL DATE: __________________________ 

 
 
 

AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 54 OF THE HABERSHAM  
COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 
AN AMENDMENT TO THE SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE (CHAPTER 54 
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF HABERSHAM COUNTY, 
GEORGIA ENTITLED “SOLID WASTE”) TO PROVIDE FOR 
AMENDED LAND FILL REGULATIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR 
AMENDED TERMS REGARDING DISPOSAL FEES; TO PROVIDE FOR 
AMENDED TERMS REGARDING DISPOSAL OF LIQUID WASTE; TO 
PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; 
TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES  

 
WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of Habersham County, Georgia, is 

authorized under Article IX, Section II, Paragraph III of the Constitution of the State of Georgia 
to adopt reasonable ordinances to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of 
Habersham County, Georgia; and 
 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of Habersham County, Georgia is the 
Board of Commissioners; and 
 

WHEREAS, the governing authority desires to adopt certain regulatory provisions for 
the management of solid waste in Habersham County, Georgia by amending its Solid Waste 
Ordinance;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE HABERSHAM COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HEREBY ORDAINS AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE SAME as follows: 
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 Section 54-2(a) of Article I (entitled “In General”) of Chapter 54 (entitled “Solid Waste”) 

of the Code of Ordinances of Habersham County is hereby amended by replacing the words 



“Board of Commissioners” with “Public Works Director or County Manager” and shall read as 

follows: 

Sec. 54-2. - Landfill regulations.  
 

(a)     Supervision of waste disposal; disposal at landfill required.  

(1)  The disposal of solid waste in the county is placed under the supervision of 
the landfill supervisor, who shall be appointed by the Public Works 
Director or County Manager.  
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Section 54-3 of Article I (entitled “In General”) of Chapter 54 (entitled “Solid Waste”) of 

the Code of Ordinances of Habersham County is hereby amended by removing the words 

“without charge” from subsection (b) by replacing the words “desiring to do so” with “who 

qualify” in subsection (c) to read as follows: 

Sec. 54-3. - Disposal fee.  
 

(b)  A container will be provided at the landfill scales for automobiles which do not 
otherwise have to enter the landfill disposal site. A maximum of six bags may be 
deposited from a single automobile into the container. Only bagged household 
garbage will be allowed in the container.  

 
(c)  Municipalities, commercial haulers, contractors, industries and individuals who 

qualify will be billed on a monthly basis, with a due date of the 15th of each 
month. An additional charge of 1½ percent will be added to all accounts not paid 
by the 15th of the month after the charges are incurred. For all accounts not paid 
within 30 days following the due date, such person will not be allowed to dispose 
of waste in the landfill until satisfactory arrangements are made for payment.  
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Section 54-4 of Article I (entitled “In General”) of Chapter 54 (entitled “Solid Waste”) of 

the Code of Ordinances of Habersham County is hereby amended by replacing the words 



“bladeable” with “solid waste” and by removing “.02” from the citation to the rules of the 

environmental protection division in subsection (a); by replacing the words “bladeable material” 

with “solidification agent” in subsections (b) and (c); and by replacing the words “bladeable” 

with “solid waste”; removing the word “liquid”; and amending the citation to the rules for solid 

waste management contained in subsection (d) to read as follows: 

Sec. 54-4. - Disposal of liquid waste.  
 

(a)  The county shall make no provisions, either at the county landfill site or at any 
other location, for the conversion of nonhazardous liquid waste material into solid 
waste in conformance with chapter 391-3-4 of the rules of the environmental 
protection division of the state department of natural resources providing for 
elimination of disposal of liquid waste.  

 
(b)  The county shall not allow disposal of any liquid waste into the landfill site until 

the waste is demonstrated as nonhazardous and is admixed with a solidification 
agent in conformance with O.C.G.A. § 12-8-20 et seq., and chapter 391-3-4 et 
seq. of the rules for solid waste management prior to submission for disposal.  

 
(c)  The county shall allow disposal of liquid waste demonstrated nonhazardous and 

admixed with a solidification agent in conformance with O.C.G.A. § 12-18-20 et 
seq. and chapter 391-3-4 et seq. of the rules for solid waste management.  

(d)  The county or a designated agent thereof shall provide for the testing of any waste 
converted to solid waste at the time the waste is submitted to the site for disposal. 
The county reserves the right to refuse any waste which does not meet the criteria 
set forth in chapter 391-3-4.01 of the rules for solid waste management, and more 
specifically defined by method 9095 (Paints Filter Liquid Test).  
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Article I (entitled “In General”) of Chapter 54 (entitled “Solid Waste”) of the Code of 

Ordinances of Habersham County is hereby amended further by removing Sections 54-6 and 54-

8 entirely and reserving the said sections for future use. 
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It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Habersham Board of Commissioners that 

all sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are upon their 

enactment, believed by the board of commissioners to be fully valid, enforceable and 

constitutional. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Habersham Board of 

Commissioners that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. It is further declared to be the intention of the board 

of commissioners that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

In the event that any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof shall, for any 

reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the valid 

judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of the board of 

commissioners that such invalidity, unconstitutionally or unenforceability shall, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the 

remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of the ordinance and that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases 

of the ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and effect. 

-6- 
 

Except as otherwise provided herein, all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with 

this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
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 This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 
 
 
DULY ORDAINED AND ADOPTED this ______ day of _________________, 2019. 
       

 
 

HABERSHAM COUNTY BOARD  
OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
 
             
      ___________________________________ 
      Stacy Hall, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Lindsay Underwood, County Clerk 
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